
 

 

                                                                                                                                           
 

John A. Niemi Memorial Scholarship for Travel 
 
 
Name and Purpose of Fund 
The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial support to a full-time or part-time degree seeking 
doctoral student, in the Adult Education program at Northern Illinois University, to visit other 
countries to study adult education. 
 
Honoree 
Dr. John Arvo Niemi was born on December 6, 1932, in Ironwood, Michigan, the only son of Arvo 
Johannes Niemi, an iron ore miner, and Eva Remes, and the grandson of Finnish immigrants. Like 
most of the men in that close-knit Finnish community, he was adept as a youth in fishing, logging, 
trapping, and hunting. 
 
John attended high school and a two-year community college in Ironwood before studying at Michigan 
State University for his bachelor’s degree. He then left for Alaska, where he completed a master’s 
degree at the University of Alaska, became Assistant to the President of the University, and, later, 
Director of Evening and Off-Campus courses for military personnel and civilians. It was there that he 
began his lifelong commitment to the study of Adult Education. 
 
In 1975, John was offered a position at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Illinois. There he 
taught courses in adult literacy, adult learning, and human resource development. During his thirty-
year tenure at NIU, John recruited hundreds of students into the Adult Education program, and he led 
groups of students on study tours to Canada, Estonia, Finland, the Netherlands, and Russia. Their 
purpose was to examine various aspects of adult education in those countries. 
 
In Finland, the land of his forebears, he taught courses and conducted research at the University of 
Helsinki and other Finnish universities, and he organized congresses that brought together American, 
Finnish, and Scandinavian adult educators. His publications consist of more than 150 articles and four 
books on adult literacy, mass media and adult education, and the use of technologies in the classroom. 
His honors and awards include the following: Fulbright scholar; Honorary Doctor of Philosophy, 
University of Helsinki; Distinguished Teaching Professor, Northern Illinois University; Distinguished 
Teaching Alumnus, University of California-Los Angeles; Honorary Professor, Shanghai Second 
Institute; and Commander of the Order of the Lion of Finland, that country’s highest civilian honor. 
 
John passed away on July 6, 2004, after a brief illness. His colleagues eulogized him as an “exemplary 
professor and student advocate.” When asked about his legacy in an interview conducted several 
months before his demise, John replied simply, “I would like people to remember that I cared about 
students.” 
 
It is through the generosity of his loving and thoughtful widow, Dr. Muriel W. Niemi, that this 
endowed scholarship is being established in his memory. 
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